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The Pacific Blue Foundation (PBF) provides basic 
research, education, encouragement and implementation of 
sustainable practices in coastal regions with the ultimate 
goal of preserving and promoting the biological and cultural 
diversity of the region. 
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Pacific Blue Foundation focused on a number of cultural projects in 2010, 
many of which were also closely connected to the organization’s environmental 
and educational goals of conservation and empowerment. Pacific Blue 
Foundation recognizes that culture, education and ecology are closely 
intertwined, with the development of each supporting the progress of the other.  
  

Tradition continually proves to be valuable to conservation efforts, 
promoting practices that are generally sustainable and respected as a source of 
local knowledge that has served communities for generations. Local customs 
often revered the environment and its natural resources, recognizing the 
community’s dependence on surrounding ecosystems. By embracing the 
strength of the culture, educating individuals on the impact they have on the 
environment, and demonstrating how it can affect their own livelihoods, the 
organization hopes to enable local communities to sustainably manage their 
fisheries and economy, while also protecting coastal ecology and traditions alike. 
Instead of viewing culture as a relic from the past, Pacific Blue Foundation 
celebrates customs for their application and effectiveness in the present.  

 
Pacific Blue Foundation has also continued research on coral reef 

conservation, branching out this year to encompass studies not only in shallow 
reefs but in deep sea environments as well. Preserving these delicate corals 
depends on communities to take an active part in protecting the health of the 
coral reefs, an ecosystem that bears such a large biodiversity that they demand 
our utmost attention.  

 
  

Celebrating 
Tradition 
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Pacific Blue Foundation was excited to be involved in a number of projects in 2010. The 
organization funded research and implemented programs ranging from ocean 
acidification work in Australia to the revival of the Fijian canoe in Suva, Fiji. 
 

Highlights 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veitau Waqa – The Boat Lives 
Suva, Fiji 

 
 
 
In January and August of 2010, Pacific Blue Foundation 
commemorated the Fijian sea-faring culture by holding 
traditional sailing boat races. Since most villagers on 
Yanuca Island use a fuel-powered fishing vessel, 
individuals were chosen to learn how to sail the camakau, 
an ocean-voyaging canoe that had once played a major 
role in linking the Fijian Islands together. While the Veitau 
Waqa races served to venerate traditional practices, the 
event also taught fisherman sailing skills that could be 
used to fish in a more environmentally friendly and fuel-
efficient manner. The fishermen that rely on motorized 
boats are often compelled to increase their fishing harvest 
in order to recover the rising cost of fuel, adding stress to 
the marine ecosystem. An outboard engine also emits 
pollutants into the environment, such as carbon dioxide, a 
major contributor to ocean acidification. Those that rely on 
the Fijian canoe value the role it plays in sustaining their 
livelihoods.  
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Time Series Photographs of Coral 

Bocas del Toro, Panama 
 

Pacific Blue Foundation continued to support the Time Series 
Photographs of Coral, a research project that has been capturing 

and analyzing images of corals in Panama over a span of six 
years, starting shortly after a mass coral bleaching event in the 

Caribbean in 2005. Coral bleaching outbreaks have been tied to 
global climate change and are expected to happen more 

frequently. The research looks to see how much of the coral was 
affected from the bleaching and if these corals are capable of 

recovering over time. 

CP-FOCE 
Heron Island, Australia 

 
Carbon emissions are on the rise and the ocean has 
become a huge carbon sink, absorbing at least a third 
of man-made carbon dioxide. This chemical change is 
increasing the ocean’s acidity, thereby impeding the 
ability of some sea life, including coral reefs, to calcify 
and grow. In 2010, Pacific Blue Foundation continued 
to fund ocean acidification research on Heron Island 
using the Coral Proto – Free Ocean Carbon 
Enrichment System. The system infuses the water 
around specified corals with carbon dioxide, allowing 
researchers to study how increased levels of dissolved 
carbon dioxide will impact coral reefs.  



 8

 

Collection of Crown of Thorns Starfish 
Yanuca Island, Fiji 

 
In 2010, the Yanuca Rugby Team continued to collect 
Crown of Thorns Starfish (COTS), a program that 
Pacific Blue Foundation promoted in an effort to 
mitigate the impact that the COTS have on coral.  A 
single Crown of Thorns Starfish can consume an 
entire coral per day, an activity that has become much 
more destructive since the predators of the COTS 
have been depleted. The absence of a predator has 
allowed the Crown of Thorn Starfish to proliferate and 
devastate corals unchecked. While villagers have 
been informed not to catch their predators, such as the 
Triton’s Trumpet snails and Humphead wrasse, the 
fisheries still need time to replenish. In the mean time, 
the Yanuca Rugby Team has taken on the role of 
reining in the Starfish.    

Mesophotic Coral Research 
Coral Sea Conservation Zone, Australia 

 
Global climate change will likely have a devastating 

effect on coral reefs, but it is possible that rising 
temperatures will not have as extensive an impact on 

deeper corals. An increase in storm frequency and 
intensity has left many shallow reefs destroyed with 
little hope of recovery before the next onslaught of 

storms. Scientists are beginning to question whether 
coral have a better chance of surviving in a 

mesophotic reef, where coral do not face the same 
disturbances as their shallow-dwelling brethren.  

Pacific Blue Foundation began to fund research of 
Mesophotic Coral Ecosystems, or corals that habitat 
deeper waters – 30 meters to 150 meters deep – in 

order to determine if deeper waters will provide coral 
with some means of protection from climate change.  
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Pre-Colonial Fijian Music 
 
A majority of Fijian history has not been written down, having been 
predominantly passed down orally, with music being one of the 
main methods of imparting traditional knowledge. Unfortunately, 
Fijian traditional music and culture is fading from the forefront of 
Fijian lifestyles as modern practices take precedence in Fiji. Fijians 
would traditionally take on different tasks, with each contribution 
an essential part of the communal meal that the village would 
enjoy together. Unfortunately, with dwindling resources, individuals 
must put more effort into obtaining food, whether fishing or taking 
up a trade that will provide them with money to purchase food, and 
emphasis is no longer placed on performing Meke for a living, a 
ceremony with song and dance that conveys a story. Pacific Blue 
Foundation sponsored two Doctorate students, Tiffany 
DuMouchelle and Stephen Solook, to research the history of 
traditional Fijian music. They worked closely with the Ministry of 
Fijian Affairs Institute of Language and Culture to document the 
songs, stories, and chants performed by Fijians. The Ministry 
currently only has a handful of people throughout the country 
collecting and documenting this information, and willingly 
supported the research. They helped Pacific Blue Foundation 
access different places and people, obtain permission to visit 
certain villages and provided the students with translators when 
they could. DuMouchelle and Solook researched documents from 
the Fijian Archives, museums, universities and government 
agencies, recognizing that a majority of the most detailed 
collections of pre-colonial music have not left Fiji. There are 
instruments in the Fiji Museum that are no longer played, such as 
the Panpipes, and many that are on the brink of being lost, such 
as the nose flute.  Fortunately, the two researchers were able to 
meet and interview Kaveni Tamani, one of the last known nose-
flute players in the world.   

Taoba Project 
Totoya Island, Fiji 

 
Pacific Blue Foundation successfully completed 
a poverty alleviation project in 2010. The project 
began in 2009 after members of the 
organization met a special-needs boy named 
Taoba. A lack of funds prevented Taoba’s 
family from providing an ideal space to suit the 
child’s condition. The work was dubbed the 
Taoba Project, with Pacific Blue Foundation and 
Totoya villagers working together to create a 
safe environment for Taoba and ensure that he 
could continue to live at home with his family. 
The Taoba Project was jointly funded by Pacific 
Blue Foundation and a grant from the 
Department of Social Welfare in Fiji.  
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Panama 
 Bocas Del Toro 
Funding for Time Series Photographs & Coral Reef Analysis 

- Dr. David Kline with the University of Queensland with Pacific Blue 
Foundation Sponsorship 

Australia 
 Heron Island 
Funding for Ocean Acidification Research with CP-FOCE system 

- Dr. David Kline with Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
Coral Sea Conservation Zone 

Funding for Mesophotic Coral Ecosystem Research 
- Dr. Kline, Dr. Bongaerts and Tom Bridge with Pacific Blue Foundation 

Sponsorship 
Fiji 

Suva Island 
Veitau Waqa Traditional Canoe Races & Training of locals to sail Camakau 

- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
Funding and Completion of Carpenty Course for villager, Jim Makoto  

- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
Research of Pre-Colonial Fijian Music with Ministry of Fijian Affairs 

- Tiffany DuMouchelle and Steven Solook with Pacific Blue Foundation 
Sponsorship 

Totoya Island 
Cultural Event with Roko Sau and wife visiting home islands of Totoya and Vanuavatu 

- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
Funding and Completion of Poverty Alleviation “Taoba” Project  

- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
Yanuca Island 

Control Program for Crown of Thorns Starfish 
- Yanuca Rugby Team with Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Education Funding for Five Tertiary Students 
- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Attendance of FLMMA Workshop by leaders of Yanuca Community 
- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Support of PCDF Annual Biology Monitoring Survey on Yanuca Waters 
- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Six-Week Training Program in Suva attended by two Kindergarten Teachers 
 - Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
 

Projects, 
Research 

& Funding 
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Pacific Blue Foundation 
www.pacificbluefoundation.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


