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The Pacific Blue Foundation (PBF) provides basic 
research, education, encouragement, and implementation 
of sustainable practices in coastal regions with the ultimate 
goal of preserving and promoting the biological and 
cultural diversity of the region. 
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Coastal communities rely heavily on their fisheries; ecosystems so fragile that 

minor changes can lead to dramatic impacts and lasting repercussions. Human activity 
from nearby villages and communities greatly affect coral reefs, resulting in the 
declining health of the reef and its dependent marine organisms. 
 Just as coastal inhabitants rely on coral reefs, the preservation of coral reefs 
greatly depends on their neighboring communities. Tradition and culture have helped 
uphold a respect for the ocean and its resources, but modern, industrial lifestyles have 
shaken this relationship. 

Recognizing that culture and tradition are imperative to sustaining coastal 
fisheries and communities, the Pacific Blue Foundation focuses not only on 
environmental protection, but also on cultural preservation, both of which can be 
fostered through education.  

Pacific Blue Foundation realizes that coral reef conservation cannot be done 
alone and looks to local villages for their support and involvement. Thanks to the 
cooperation of locals on Yanuca Island, a Marine Protected Area has been created. In 
2009, Pacific Blue Foundation worked with villagers to create reef management 
strategies that would continue to guard the reefs and their fish.  

In addition to incorporating reef management into village life, Pacific Blue 
Foundation has funded coral reef research in Panama, Australia, and Fiji. By learning 
more about the impacts of anthropogenic effects on the reef, including global warming, 
researchers have been able to better determine the future of the reef’s health and the 
necessary steps to improve the state of the coral reef. 
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This year, PBF continued to fund research, support 

programs, and implement solutions that would strengthen 
education, preserve culture, and conserve coastal ecology.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights 

Bocas del Toro, Panama 
 
After a mass coral bleaching in the Caribbean in 2005, 
PBF began to fund the annual tagging and 
photographing of 500 corals in Bocas del Toro, 
Panama. PBF continued to fund the project and the 
analyses of the images captured from 2005 to 2009. 
These time series photographs are critical for 
determining the changes the reef is undergoing, 
allowing researchers to gain a better understanding of 
how climate change and other anthropogenic impacts 
affect the coral reef. 
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Crown of Thorns Starfish 
 

On August 20, 2009, PBF sponsored an infestation 
Control Program for the Crown of Thorns Starfish, 
locally known as Vula Walu, on Yanuca Island, Serua. 
The Vula Walu was much less common in the past. 
Due to overfishing and pollution, predators of the Vula 
Walu are no longer a threat. Now, the Vula Walu is a 
major cause of coral death: a single Vula Walu can 
devour a medium-sized coral in only a day, killing 
hundreds in just a year’s time. Austin Bowden-Kerby, 
from Corals for Conservation, collaborated with PBF to 
implement the Control Program and encourage local 
participation. This program is just one strategy put 
forth to educate locals about the delicate nature of the 
reef and allow them to take part in reef management. 
The Yanuca rugby team was placed in charge of future 
Control Programs. 

Capturing Culture on Camera 
 
In late 2008, PBF sponsored Keleni Baubau, a Yanuca village 
local, to record the traditional stories of her village. In 
February of 2009, Baubau captured the stories on film, as 
told by one of the respected elders, Big Bola. Tradition is 
often passed down within families or the community, but 
modernization and urban, industrial lifestyles are impacting 
cultural conveyance. Children attending school usually leave 
their homes to live on more populated islands, often missing 
out on the traditions upheld in their community. Recording the 
stories on camera celebrates traditional lore and promotes 
the preservation of the indigenous culture. The videos have 
been placed onto DVD for editing at the University of the 
South Pacific by Paul Geraghty and his students.  



 8

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ocean Acidification Research 
 
At the end of 2009, PBF provided Dr. David 
Kline, a coral reef specialist at the University of 
Queensland, with funding for Ocean Acidification 
research using the Coral Proto – Free Ocean 
Carbon Enrichment (FOCE) System. This is the 
first carbon enrichment experiment that will be 
conducted on coral in its natural habitat – the 
ocean, off Heron Island – as opposed to an 
aquarium. The project aims to study how 
increased carbon levels, which increase the 
ocean’s acidity, will impact reefs. This research 
will provide insight as to how our oceans will be 
affected in the future. 

Yanuca Island, Fiji 
 
Dr. Mark Calamia began a study in 2009 that examined 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and the villages 
surrounding them. The study looked at the 
effectiveness of local, community-based management 
of MPAs, particularly in the Beqa Lagoon off Yanuca 
Island, Fiji. Dr. Calamia’s research notes the 
importance of including indigenous people in the 
sustainable management of their resources, 
acknowledging that economic interests, traditional 
knowledge, and concern for depleted fisheries all serve 
as incentives to manage local MPAs. The study was 
published in Conservation International’s magazine. 
(The report can be viewed on page 12 of the 2009 
Annual Report.) 
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Totoya Island, Fiji 
 

In September of 2009, Dr. Andy Hamm, a 
consultant from the National Institute of 
Water and Atmospheric (NIWA) Research, 
conducted a comprehensive survey of the 
energy resources on Totoya Island. PBF 
funded the survey to quantify the island’s 
energy needs and determine alternative, 
sustainable energy options suitable for 
Totoya Island. Once the report is produced, 
PBF will be in a better position to decide 
what can be done next to assist Totoya 
Island. 

Clean Cooking Stoves 
 
In February 2009, PBF provided workshops to 
introduce the clean cooking “Rocket Stove” 
program that would first start on Yanuca Island, 
Fiji. The conventional cooking methods that 
villagers had previously been using required 
larger fuel consumption and contributed greatly 
to local air pollution. Participants were asked to 
complete a 12-week survey prior to receiving a 
Rocket Stove and another 12-week survey after 
receiving the Rocket Stove. If the families 
completed the surveys, PBF refunded the cost of 
the stove. The surveys found that in addition to 
minimizing smoke exposure, the reduction in 
kerosene use saved households money, while 
the reduction in firewood use saved households 
time spent foraging for wood. The results led 
PBF to provide a similar program on Totoya 
Island, Fiji. 
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Australia 

 
Heron Island 

Funding for Ocean Acidification Research with CP-FOCE system 
- Dr. David Kline with the University of Queensland with Pacific Blue Foundation 

Sponsorship  
 
Panama 

 
Bocas del Toro 

Funding for Time Series Photographs & Coral Reef Analysis 
- Dr. David Kline with Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

 
Fiji 

 
Suva Island 

Funding for Carpentry Course for Villager, Jim Makoto, with Training & Productivity Authority 
of Fiji (TPAF) 

- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
 

Totoya Island 
Energy Resource Survey 

- Dr. Andy Hamm from the National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research with 
Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Grants Received to Create Suitable Housing for Disabled Totoya Child 
- Fijian Department of Social Welfare with Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Funding for Travel Expenses of Family & Press to Attend Installation of High Chief 
 -     Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
 

Yanuca Island 
Recording of Traditional Stories 

- Keleni Baubau with Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 
Control Program for Crown of Thorns Starfish 

- Dr. Austin Bowden-Kerby from Corals for Conservation with Pacific Blue 
Foundation Sponsorship 

Education Funding for Five Tertiary Students 
- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Training Workshop for Accounting and Revenue Building 
- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Funding for Basic Accounting Courses for Village Leaders  
- Pacific Blue Foundation Sponsorship 

Clean Rocket Stove Program and Fuel Surveys 
- Bret Diamond from SeaAid, Dr. Hamm from National Institute of Water and 

Atmospheric Research, & Pacific Blue Foundation  

Projects, 
Research 

& Funding 
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